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General takes place through the Premier.
If the Premier dies or resigns, the Cabinet
is dissolved, and the Ministers hold office only
until a new Ministry is formed. In ease
the government, that is, the Ministry, is de-
feated on some important issue in Parlia-
ment, the Premier must either resign or con-
vince the Governor-General that a new gen-
eral election should he held, on the ground
that the vote does not represent the popular
sentiment.
Related   Articles.     Consult   the   following
titles for additional information:
Cabinet	Ministry
Governor-General	Privy Council
PREPOSITION, prep o zisk'un, in gram-
mar, a part of speech that introduces a
phrase modifier and shows the relation be-
tween the principal word of the phrase and
the word the phrase modifies. Examples of
prepositions are in, of, on and over. In the
sentence, "The house stands on tJie hill" the
preposition on shows a relation between the
word Wl and the verb stands, which the
phrase modifies.
PRE-RAPHAELITES, preraf a elites, a
group of English painters and writers or-
ganized in 1848, so called because they de-
rived their inspiration from painters before
the time of Raphael. Leaders in the move-
ment were Dante Gabriel Rossetti, his brother
William Michael, John Everett Millais and
William Holinan Hunt. The art of these men
represents a reaction against the artificial
tendencies of their day, and a return to the
simplicity and spirituality of such early
painters as Giotto, Fra Angelico and others
of the early Renaissance. The movement
exerted a wholesome and far-reaching influ-
ence on English art.
PRESBYTE'RIANS, members of a branch
o£ Protestantism in which the local churches
are governed by presbyters, or elders. The
officers of a Presbyterian church are the
pastor, elders and deacons. The pastor, to-
gether with the elders, looks after the spirit-
ual affair's of the church, and the trustees
look after the financial affairs. The pastor
and elders constitute a session, which has
power to admit and to discipline members.
The session is tinder the control of a pres-
bytery, which is composed of the ministers
and one or more elders from each church in
a given district. Presbyteries combine to
form a synod, and, controlling all, is the
general assembly, which meets annually and
- to wMcli synods can appeal certain eases.
 In the United States appeals are restricted
to eases involving doctrine and government.
The Presbyterian creed is found in the
Westminster Confession of Faith and in the
Longer and Shorter Cathechisms. In 1902
the general assembly adopted some important
revisions of the creed. The doctrine of
predestination was modified so as to embody
the idea that God loves all mankind and that
no man is condemned, except for his own
sin; the article concerning infants who die
before baptism was modified to embody the
idea that all who die in infancy are saved
by Christ, through his spirit.
History. John Calvin (see calvin and
calvinism) is considered by some to be the
originator of this form of church govern-
ment, though elders constituted the ruling
body among the Waldenses (see waldenses ).
Presbyteries were formed in England during
Elizabeth's reign, though much against her
will. The Presbyterian creed, confession of
faith and form of church government and
directory for worship were formulated by an
assembly in 1647 and approved by Parlia-
ment in the same year, but they were never
established in the Church of England. Pres-
byterianism was established in Scotland in
1560 under the leadership of John Knox
(see knox, john), and in 1592 it was rati-
fied by Parliament. Presbyterians were
among the early New England colonists, and
many of them settled about Boston and
formed the majority of the colony of Mass-
achusetts Bay. The first American presby-
tery was organized in 1707, the synod of
Philadelphia was formed in 1716 and a gen-
eral assembly was organized in 1788. The
original church in the United States divided
on the question of slavery just before the
outbreak of the Civil War, and the United
Synod of the Presbyterian Church South was
organized. The Presbyterian Church of the
Confederate States was also organized in
1861, and since the Civil War it lias been
known as the Presbyterian Church of the
United States. It has a strong* following in
the South. The United Presbyterian Church
of North America is distinguished by "using
only the Psalms in song. In 1873 the World's
Alliance was formed among all branches to
tinify missionary work. There are about
2,257,000 Presbyterian communicants in the
United States, and 1,115,000 in Canada. In
the world as a whole the denomination has
9,000,000 members.

